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Estonian official views about the Mission

We support the ambitious and comprehensive implementation 

of the Mission, as soil health is key to achieving the objectives 

of the European Green Deal.

We believe that, in addition to the European Union level, it is 

equally important to focus on the local level in implementing the 

mission, as soils are very different due to diverse soil formation 

processes and factors affecting soil health.



Activities under the four building blocks

1. R&I 
programme

2. Living labs 
and 

lighthouses

3. Soil 
monitoring

4. Soil 
literacy, 

communicati
on citizen 

engagement



1. Building block 
Research&Innovation programme

• Tartu University

• University of Life Sciences

• Agricultural Research Centre

• Supporting different partnerships and 

collaborations: EJP Soil, GSP, partnership on 

agroecology living labs and research 

infrastructures, Biodiversa+ etc









GSOCseq map, version2, pilot area

SOC stock initial layer, 2020; 1x1 km raster compared to 40X40m raster. SOC stock in 2040 in BAU scenario.

To capture the heterogenity of Estonian soils we modified the input layers based on 

local data availability and modelled SOCseq potential in 40 m resolution











2. Building block
Living labs and Lighthouses

RESEARCH CENTRE OF 

ORGANIC FARMING

Estonian University of Life Sciences

AGRICULTURAL PARK IN KUUSIKU 

Agricultural Research Centre

Research Centre of Organic Farming is an 

interdisciplinary centre in order to bring 

together different organic farming and 

food studies in Estonian University of Life 

Sciences and to initiate further activities.

The main objective of the park is to promote and 

popularise the history of rural life and agriculture, 

the environmental measures of modern agriculture 

and agricultural science and education. The park 

conducts also sample field trials and  there are 

examples of Estonian soils to see there.



NGO Soil Innovation Cluster

CLUSTER DEVOTED TO SOIL PROTECTION

Members represent crop 

and livestock farmers 

and sturdy agricultural 

producers all over 

Estonia.

RDP measure 16.2 (cooperation, innovation 

clusters) + H2020: SoilDiverAgro



3. Building block
Soil monitoring

Physical analysis:

Bulk density, porosity, aeration

Texture 

Chemical analysis:

pH, SOC , P, K, Ca, Mg, Cu, Mn,B

Heavy metals Cd, Cr, Ni, Pb, Zn, Cu

Pesticide residues



Development of the methods for soil 
biodiversity evaluation

Projects 2019 - 2022



4. Building block-
Soil literacy, communication citizen engagement

• Specialised trainings 

• Press: TV, radio broadcasts, podcasts, articles 





„We want to be soil map interpreters for the farmer“

• Estonia has set up a system where almost all soil data can be analysed on the 

basis of a GIS system. This gives us the opportunity to perform a wide variety 

of analyses and make smarter decisions at both the national and the local 

level. 

• We have a high-resolution digital soil map (1:10 000). 

• We have made our data more user-friendly and easier to understand for 

farmers through the innovative web map applications that link different 

databases. 



,
School gardens

City/community gardens, school gardens



VESI muudatused 

• 2021. ja 2022. aastal võetud kohustuse puhul täidab taotleja 

talvise taimkatte nõudeid kohustuseaasta 1. novembrist kuni 

vähemalt kohustuseaasta lõpuni.

• Eelmise punktiga seoses esitab taotleja andmed selle kohta, 

millised põllud hoitakse kohustuseaasta 1. novembrist kuni 

vähemalt kohustuseaasta lõpuni põllumajanduskultuurist 

koosneva talvise taimkatte all.

• 2021. ja 2022. aastal võetud kohustuse puhul peab 

veekaitsekoolitus olema läbitud kohustuseaasta 1. 

detsembriks.

Thank you!


