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1. Reduce desertification

2. Conserve soil organic carbon 

stocks 

3. Stop soil sealing and increase 

re-use of urban soils

4. Reduce soil pollution and 

enhance restoration

8. Improve soil literacy in 

society

7. Reduce the EU global 

footprint on soils

6. Improve soil structure to 

enhance soil biodiversity 

5. Prevent erosion

Each specific objective is backed by one or more quantified targets and measurable indicators. 

Objectives apply to all types of land use. 

Specific objectives:

Goal of the Mission: 100 living labs and lighthouses to lead the 

transition towards healthy soils by 2030
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Researchers 

interdisciplinary research that 

includes social sciences and 

explores behavioural and 

societal changes

Practitioners

engagement sessions, 

lighthouses and living labs 

where to experiment on the 

ground and showcase good 

practices

Experts and stakeholders to 

reach out to citizens: 

Citizen science, soil passport

Policy makers, advisors, 

teachers, pupils, companies, 

consumers, citizens etc. 

engagement sessions beyond 

living labs and lighthouses, 

communication material, 

training curricula for different 

target groups and specialised

“soil advisors” 

How is the Mission implemented? 

1. R&I 

programme

2. Living 

labs and 

lighthouses

3. Soil 

monitoring

4. Soil 
literacy, 

communicatio
n and citizen 
engagement
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What does citizen engagement mean in the 
framework of the mission A soil Deal for Europe?

Engagement is understood as being active in nature, 

involving a two-way process between those being 

engaged and those seeking the engagement
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Why is citizen engagement important?

• Legitimacy and acceptance

• Public value represents not just what citizens 
demand today, but what they may need or desire 
in the future

• Co-designing and co-implementing with citizens, 
scientists, innovators, land managers, farmers, 
spatial planners, etc. ensure that the Mission 
responds to local needs and long-term results.
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Increase soil literacy in society across the EU –
long-term targets

• Awareness of the societal role and value of soil is increased

amongst EU citizens, including stakeholders and policy makers

• Soil health is firmly embedded in schools and educational

curricula, to enable citizens’ behavioural change towards the

adoption of sustainable practices both individually and collectively

• Citizen involvement in soil and land-related issues is improved at

all levels

• Practitioners and stakeholders have access to appropriate

information and training to improve skills and to support the

adoption of sustainable land management practices
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Communication and engagement events

Some examples of past and fairs since September 2019

Outlook conference 2019 (Brussels) Green Week (Berlin) and Salon de l’Agriculture (Paris) 2020 
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Some examples: Mission ambassadors 
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Some examples: at the time of covid-19 – games 
and social media presence
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Some examples: videos and social media
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Some examples: euronews and Horizon Magazine
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Some examples: Cordis Results Pack on soil health 
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Long-term 

data reservoir

Policy framework

Funding mechanism

Added value: mobilisation of diverse actors

EU Soil 
Observatory

A Soil Deal for 
Europe Mission

Soil 
Strategy

+ 
Soil 

Health 
Law Healthy 

soils

• Member States 

• Regions and municipalities 

• Practitioners: e.g. farmers, foresters, 
land managers, spatial planners, etc.

• and other stakeholders: e.g. private 
sector and consumers, but also 
creative industries

• Advisory services

• Teachers and pupils 

• Citizens at large 
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Funding opportunities 
to contribute to the Mission



1515

Work Programme 2021 (72 M € - 9 topics + 2 other actions)

Sujets
Type 

d’action

Budget 

[M€]

N. de

projets

Preparing the ground for healthy soils: building capacities for engagement, outreach 

and knowledge
CSA 5 1

From knowledge gaps to roadmaps on soil mission objectives CSA 5 1

Validating and further developing indicators for soil health and functions RIA 12 1

Linking soil health to nutritional and safe food RIA 7 1

Social, economic and cultural factors driving land management and land degradation RIA 10 2

Incentives and business models for soil health RIA 10 3

Engage with and activate municipalities and regions to protect and restore soil health CSA 10 3

National engagement sessions and support to the establishment of soil health living 

labs
CSA 3 1

Next generation soil advisors RIA 5 1

Proposals have been received for the WP 2021 and are currently being evaluated.
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Work Programme 2022 (95 M € - 10 topics)

Sujet
Type 

d’action

Budget 

[M€]

N. de 

projects

Building the mission's knowledge repository and advancing the European Soil Observatory IA 6 1

Improving food systems sustainability and soil health with food processing residues RIA 14 2

Soil biodiversity and its contribution to ecosystem services RIA 16 2

Remediation strategies, methods and financial models for decontamination and reuse of land 

in urban and rural areas

RIA 21 3

Monitoring, reporting and verification of soil carbon and GHG balance RIA 14 2

Network on carbon farming for agricultural and forest soils CSA 3 1

Foster soil education across society RIA 6 1

Framework Partnership Agreement (FPA) for a Living Lab network support structure FPA

Citizen science for soil health RIA 6 1

Innovations for soil improvement from bio-waste IA 9 3

New calls for applications Open from now until 27 September 2022

WP 2022 Presentation video available online – EU Missions Info Days: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RCCZMuMASVE

OFFICIAL WEBSITE:  Search Funding & Tenders (europa.eu)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RCCZMuMASVE
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-search;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=1,0;statusCodes=31094502,31094501,31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=null;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=43650621;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState
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Useful links

• Mission A Soil Deal for Europe webpage - http://ec.europa.eu/mission-soil

• Mission A Soil Deal for Europe Implementation Plan - EU Mission Soil Deal for Europe Implementation Plan (europa.eu)

• Mission A Soil Deal for Europe factsheet - EU missions - Publications Office of the EU (europa.eu)

• Mission A Soil Deal for Europe - Living Labs factsheet - EU mission, soil deal for Europe - Publications Office of the EU (europa.eu)

• EU Missions - EU Missions in Horizon Europe | European Commission (europa.eu)

• Video EU Mission “A Soil Deal for Europe” - https://youtu.be/3hPlZqwwhhM

• Food for Europe podcast episode 15 Soils in danger: Europe fights back - The Food for Europe podcast | (europa.eu)

• Behind the Scenes podcast episode - S02/E05: A blossoming career as a soil keeper | Behind the Scenes on Acast

• On a mission to save our soils - the EU's plan to rebuild the land - Futuris episode Euronews

http://ec.europa.eu/mission-soil
https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/eu-mission-soil-deal-europe-implementation-plan_en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/90779d7a-227c-11ec-bd8e-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-232536601
https://op.europa.eu/en/web/eu-law-and-publications/publication-detail/-/publication/af34d940-a4d8-11ec-83e1-01aa75ed71a1
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe_en
https://youtu.be/3hPlZqwwhhM
https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/farming/food-europe-podcast_en
https://play.acast.com/s/behind-the-scenes-conversations-with-researchers-and-innovat/s02e05-a-blossoming-career-as-a-soil-keeper
https://www.euronews.com/next/2020/09/21/on-a-mission-to-save-our-soils-the-eu-s-plan-to-rebuild-the-land
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#MissionSoil #EUmissions #HorizonEU

For further information and questions please contact the Mission Secretariat:

AGRI-SOIL-MISSION-BOARD@ec.europa.eu
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